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I
T was a meeting with George Borup in 1912 that crystallised
my ambition to become a polar explorer. In a general, in-
definite way that dream had been forming for some years, and
particularly after I discovered and read Fridtjof Nansen's book,
Farthest North.
But first I must note that for several years New York City had
been my home, as much as I could call any city home. After my
father had closed out his businesses in Chicago, he sold the
Michigan Avenue place and bought a residence at 2 West Sixteenth
Street in New York. During the rest of his life he owned and
occupied at different periods three other New York houses. From
West Sixteenth Street he moved to 18 East Fifty-third Street, then
to 12 East Sixty-ninth Street, and finally to 603 Park Avenue, the
house he owned when he died.
For the sake of the record, let me insert that my sister Clare
attended Miss Spence's school in New York City, and in 1908
married Bernon S. Prentice, a banker well known in the sporting
world as a tennis champion, enthusiast and patron.
It was in one or another of these houses that occurred those con-
tacts with my father which will figure in the remainder of this
book, and to one or another of them that I would return from my
trips and expeditions to make impatient visits, moping about the
streets and clubs of New York, my nerves fretted by the disagree-
able aspects of congested humanity, my secret spirits often a ferment
of vague hopes and unhappy frustration.
In the period between 1908 and 1912 I was at particularly loose
ends when in New York. It was then I formed the habit of visit-
ing the American Museum of Natural History in Central Park
West. There was little in the museum that did not hold interest
for me, but what captured my imagination most were the exhibits
of Arctic and Antarctic exploration—the vivid paintings of polar
scenes: Eskimos hunting the walrus, dogs dragging sleds over
the pack-ice, and, above, the aurora borealis in resplendent colours.
Here were the very sledges pulled by explorers into the polar

